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Contend for the faith which was once delivered. — Jude 1:3

April 2010

Isn't that g Church of Christ?

I ask that question often when browsing
through some Church of Christ web sites and read-
ing very weak positions on God’s plan. Sometimes
as I am listening to a Church of Christ sermon, I
ponder the same question—thinking that maybe I
tuned into a denominational church, and when I
check, I am disappointed that I heard that at a
Church of Christ!

Now those of you who know me well, know that
I am a stickler in “saying Bible things in Bible
ways”. But what I am referring to here, is not sim-
ply using bad terminology and calling your evangel-
ist a “pastor”. This article is not about using sloppy
terminology

Rather, it is about teaching and promoting false
doctrine; or by leaving out the truth. What ever
happened to sound biblical teaching?

You can go to many church websites and not
know what you must do to be saved, even though
they have their “statement of faith” right on the
website! Often times I have to go back to the
homepage and make sure that I am still on the
Church of Christ website! Unfortunately I have ex-
perienced this a lot!

This isn't just limited to websites! One time I lis-
tened to a sermon by a Church of Christ preacher
on John 3. It was on the new birth. How could a
Church of Christ preacher go wrong when preach-
ing about the new birth? But in the entire sermon,
not once did the evangelist make reference to im-
mersion—including the invitation! I had to check
the bulletin cover! Sure enough, it stated that I was
at a Church of Christ!

How about no invitation at all? I have both
heard and attended Churches of Christ where no
invitation is ever given. Now I know that a
“standard” invitation may not be recorded for us in
the New Testament. But isn't it interesting that at
the end of every sermon recorded in Acts, the lis-
tener was challenged to make a decision—if the

preacher didn't offer one, it was only because he
was interrupted before he got to it (like in Acts 2).
One service I attended, when the preacher was
done with what he called preaching, he said a
prayer and then he said, “you're dismissed”. No
invitation! No challenge! No decision time! I guess
that day was not the “day of salvation” in that as-
sembly (II Corinthians 6:2)! When I checked the
sign on the way out of the parking lot—yes, the
sign still read Church of Christ!

Another sermon I listened to included an invita-
tion for a person to become a Christian. All right!
An invitation! But wait!l The Church of Christ
preacher then invited those who were Christians,
but have not been baptized, to be baptized, even
inviting these Christians to be baptized into the
church as an outward sign! The Bible teaches that
a person is immersed into Christ, not the church!
When someone is immersed, they become a Chris-
tian, not the other way around! Mark 16:16
teaches, "He who has believed and has been bap-
tized shall be saved™? It does NOT teach “He who
has believed and been saved shall be baptized”.
This one really made me wonder whether I was
listening to a Church of Christ preacher or a de-
nominational preacher who is confused about the
order of salvation. And when I checked, sadly I
was listening to a Church of Christ preacher!

If one is Church of Christ, be the Church of
Christ! Be His church, not simply in name, but in
teaching and preaching! And it doesnt matter
whether it is on a website or in our daily lives or in
the classroom or from the pulpit! “All the churches
of Christ greet you” (Romans 16:16).

Contending for THE faith once delivered!

vin Ziegler
South Side Church of Christ Evangelist
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Weekly Services

Sundays
9:30 AM—Sunday School

10:30 AM—Worship Service
5:00 PM—Youth Group
6:00 PM—Worship Service

Wednesdays
6:00 PM—Bible Study

Thursdays
10:00 AM—Bible Study

Got a computer?

southside.restorationplea.com

Sermon Videos available online!

Coming in May
SOUTH SIDE REVIVAL MEETING
May 16-19—Raymond S. Bennett

Heaven High! Hell Deep!
World-Wide and Shot Gun Barrel Straight!

A People of the Book
South Side Church of Christ

611 Forrest Street e Danville, IL 61832
217-442-2996
http://southside.restorationplea.com
Kevin L. Ziegler, Fvangelist

South Side Videos on:
Avenue Cable
Channel 10
Fridays at 3:00 PM
@ Urbana Comcast
Channel 6
Sundays at 2:00 PM
Our website—24/7

April 2010 Events

Bible Book of the Month—Romans

April 4
Easter Sunday

April 10-8:00 AM
Men’s Breakfast

At the Deluxe

April 11-5:00 PM
Elders and Deacons Meeting

April 12-8:30 AM
Volunteers to Pleasant Meadows

Plan to join them if you can!

April 13-7:00 PM
Vermilion County Meeting

At Morey Chapel Church of Christ

April 19-7:00 PM
Ladies’ Fellowship
All ladies are invited to attend this great time of fellowship!

April 25-6:00 PM
Ask the Preacher Night

Submit questions pertaining to the Bible/Life, etc. to Kevin.

He is risen! He is NOT here!
Mark 16:6
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