
We all know the REAL Christmas story, as it is re-
corded in the Scriptures. Forget this “Happy Holiday” 
thing—”MERRY CHRISTMAS” - but that is a whole differ-

ent newsletter article. 
In this newsletter space I wanted to take a look back 

at those shepherds who received the announcement 

about the promised Messiah. Luke 2:8 reads, “In the 
same region there were some shepherds staying out in 
the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night”. 
There are so many things we can learn from each of the 
characters in the nativity scene. Let me share a few we 
can learn from these shepherds. 

First thing we learn is right out of Luke 2:8. The 

Shepherds stayed with their flocks! Simple lesson, 
but it also teaches us a little about the sheep. The sheep 
NEED the shepherds! The sheep needed guidance. And 

the sheep needed to be fed. As I think about the shep-
herds here at South Side (our elders, overseers or pas-
tors), I am reminded how much we need their wisdom 

within the assembly.  
A second lesson we can learn comes out of that 

same eighth verse. Luke records that the shepherds 

were out there even at night. They watched their 
flocks by night to protect the flock. Wild animals and 
thieves could break in and try to steal the sheep. But not 

these Christmas shepherds—they stayed with their flock 
even at night. Again, reflect on the eldership here at 
South Side. One of their roles as the pastors of the flock 

are to protect us from any false doctrine or false teach-
ers who might enter the flock and try to steal the sheep. 

Luke 2:9 gives us the next lesson I would like to 

bring out. As the angels appeared to them, the text says 
that the shepherds were “terribly frightened”. I hope I 
am not stretching this, but let me suggest that these 

Christmas shepherds were humble shepherds. We 
have the greatest example of a humble shepherd when 
we look to the Good Shepherd—Jesus—who laid down 

His life for His sheep. All one has to do is read Philippians 
2 to read about the great humility of Jesus! James 4:10 
reads, “Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, 
and He will exalt you”. Humility is truly a quality of the 
shepherds here at South Side. 

For the fourth lesson, we need to drop down to Luke 
2:15 after the angels had left. The shepherds said 

among themselves, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem 
then, and see this thing that has happened which the 

Lord has made known to us”. These Christmas shep-
herds did not trust their personal experience—
they wanted to see for themselves! Same way 

“doubting” Thomas wanted to see for himself the resur-
rected Christ—I personally am glad he “doubted” - I 
want my faith to rest on the eyewitness testimony! Our 

shepherds are firmly planted on the eyewitness testi-
mony of the Bible! 

The fifth lesson, is that the shepherds told others 

about what they had seen. Luke 2:17 says that the 
shepherds “made known the statement which had been 
told them about this Child”. What a great example for 
our shepherds, and each one of us! Each one of us, our 

pastors included, are commissioned by Christ to go and 
share the message! May we at South Side learn from 
the Christmas shepherds to present the Gospel! 

The final lesson (and I am running out of space) 
comes from Luke 2:20 which says, “The shepherds went 
back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had 
heard and seen”. Shepherds spend time glorifying 
and praising God! In caring for the flock, the shep-
herds become examples to the sheep for worshiping 

and praising our God. 
In conclusion—I am thankful for our shepherds—all 

six of them! Len, Lawrence, Larry, Denny, Myreon and 

Dick are all to be commended on their shepherding the 
flock here at South Side! I know they won’t mind me 
saying that I am thankful for someone else even more. I 

am most thankful for the Chief Pastor (or Shepherd) 
because when He returns, I will “receive the unfading 
crown of glory”. (I Peter 5:4).  

 
Merry Christmas from your evangelist, 
 

Kevin 
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Keep Jesus the center 
of all your holidays and 

the rest of the year! 
Merry Christmas 

Kevin, Paula,  

Jesse and Abigail 
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Bible Study 
Wednesdays in December at 6:00 PM 
Come join this time of study and prayer. 

 

CONFUSED? 
Ask the Preacher Night 
Every 4th Sunday 
Evening Service 

Submit questions pertaining to 
the Bible/Life, etc. to Kevin 
and he will attempt to answer 
them during that service. 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
December 13—8:00 AM 

At the Deluxe 

 
Elders and Deacons 

Sunday, December 7 at 5:00PM 
 

Remember to watch  
Christian Viewpoint  Christian Viewpoint  Christian Viewpoint  Christian Viewpoint  on WAND-TV on Sundays 

at 6:30 AM with John Butler Book 
You can also check out his website at 

www.johnbutlerbook.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Club Bible Study 

Thursdays at 10 AM 
Another opportunity to grow in God’s Word! 

 

County Meeting 
December  9 at 7:00 PM 
Second Church of Christ 

 
 

 
Got a computer? 

southside.restorationplea.com 
Visit the site today! 

Volunteers go each month to Pleasant Mead-

ows. This month the date is December 8, 
leaving the church building at 8:30 AM.  

Plan to join them if you can! 

 
Restoration Heralds  

are available on the back table. 
This is a great monthly periodical 

published by the Christian     

Restoration Association. 
 

 

Ladies Fellowship 
Breakfast 

December 13 
9:30 AM 

 at the Deluxe 
 

 

What Would Jesus Do? 

Youth Groups 
Meet each Sunday at 6:00 PM 

 

Sunday Sermon Series 

Elders 

Lawrence Austin..................... 446-7660 

Denny Hess............................ 354-2473 

Larry Holman.......................... 431-0414 

Len McCallister ...................... 446-4253 

Myreon Reitsma ..................... 443-2402 

Richard Thompson................. 446-7694 

Evangelist 

Kevin Ziegler .......................... 442-7133 


